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| & bar in the way of Brig.-Gen, Jon Pors’s 


} opinion of thousands of intelligent men, 
should have been shot in 1863. 
_. There is another “long howl from Oona- 


f 


. laska’s shore.” - This time it is an officer of 


} the Navy who deplores the absence of good 


| whisky in Alaska, and the consequent de- 
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| The Governor’s long citation of rea- 
|. sens for..coneurring in the justice of the 

Mayor’s removal of the Police Commission- 
} _ et%.comes rather late to secure the respect 
| and attention which it might otherwise 


argued and 
Governor's 


cogently 


im dealing with . the 


| for, whose proper performance of. their 
| duties he is. responsible. 


Way, the absurd claim that an officer hold- 


over till his successor is appointed becomes 
a virtually irresponsible agent. The action 
of the: Senate in removing — Bank 
Superintendent Eris for cause, though 


his. term’: of office had expired, 


‘Ought to b@ageepted as conclusive on that 
‘point. The Governor is evidently prepared / 
» tomake-very short work of Commissioner 
| Waet.er as scon'as his case is presented: 
_ for action. The Mayor's possession of what 
) the Governor calls ‘the very proper power 
of summary removal” should enable him to 
‘effect some needed purging in other depart- 


ments of the City Government, 


_ » The Secretary of the Navy rises superior 
tothe flippant criticisms of the newspapers 


> thet have commented on his expedition up 


4 She Missisexppi River in search of recrnits, 
| The Sceretary is justly proud of the success 
whieh has thus far attended his efforts to 


Americanize” the Navy of the Republic, 


= 
ay! 
“q 


_ bas not only no difficulty in -finding these, 


| and of the best class, but he could make 
az. use of 750 more, if Congress would 
z: him power to enlist them. The Secre- 
7 finds that the American Navy; like the 
. American merchant service, is chiefly 
_ Manned by foreigners. In his endeavor to 
) Pecruit the Navy from the hardy yeomanry 
| of our own country, Secretary THompson 
vhas‘the hearty sympathy of every patriotic 
Bitizen. ees oe 


yan 
to 


* 
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== . 
| SuirE, the Greenback candidate for Goy- 


— 
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~~» 10,00 
, 200 
‘Tus Sea-Waecty Times, per annum:........... 260 
100 
Putered at the Post Opec at New-York, N. ¥., as second 


_ The Signal Service Bureau report indtoates 
for to-day, in this region, light, variable winds, 
partly cloudy weather, with stationary or slight 
temperature, and no decided change in 


stated. 
interpretation of his 

ities: under the law differs in some 

@esential particulars from that adopted by 

Gov. Titpen in the case of . Corporation 
| ‘Counsel Surri. but he disposes very ef- 
| feetively of the fiction that the Mayor must 
>, act as if he were a judicial officer 
incapacity or 
megiect. of the heads, of departments 


} The Governor 
»  Blso dismisses, in a perfectly unanswerable 


© ena is profoundly grateful for the assistance 
which Tux Torces has rendered in giving 
| wide advertisement to the fact that he is in 
_ search of young Western bone and sinew for 
» thereinforcementof the service. Congress has 
» Wathorized the Navy Department. to enlist 
50 boys as apprentices, The Secretary 


jor to the lower, house, and the elec- 
upper house, in case'of « failure 


bauchery of the natives by ‘‘ hoochénoo,” 
ra delectable beverage of domestic distilla- 
|} tion, The gallant Commander thinks that 

Congress should place a restrictive tariff on 
coarse sugar and molasses, the ingredients 
from which the ingenious distillers pro- 
duce ‘‘hoochenoo,” and that a civil gov- 
ernment of some sort should be set 
up in Alaska,. Having, ‘himself, de- 
stroyed seyeral of the illicit stills, 
the Commander was enabied to ‘' start a 
public opinion which will result in the 
formation of a local government” strong 
enough to enforce wholesome excise regu- 
tions, The unhappy lot of the people of 
Alaska, native and imported, has been fré- 
quently urged. upon the attention of the 
‘Government of the United States. In a 
general way, law has been administered by 
the Treasury Department, the Army, and 
the Navy, each taking a turn at the busi- 
‘ness when no other duty pressed. It is high 
time that some semblance of permanent 
authority should be established in the Ter- 
ritory. 

FALSE PRETENSES IN POLITICS. 

Public intelligence and the independence 
of partisan dictation manifested by intelli- 
gent people are supposed to be on the in- 
crease, But politieal tactics and a good 
deal of the newspaper discussion . which 
they evoke proceed on the assumption 
that public intelligence is  decreas- 
ing and that - party managers are 
directed by 2. species of . plenary 
political inspiration. No greater drafts 
have been ‘made on popular credulity than 
the pretenses which have been sought, on 
both sides, to justify or denounce the steps 
which have recently been taken to jre- 
organize the Police Board. There is, first, 
the pretense that it took Gov. Rosinson 
about four monthsto make up his mind as 
to whether the Mayor’s charges against Po- 
lice Commissioner SmtTH were. sufficient 
to warrant his removal. A confiding 
public is asked believe: that after 
being “relieved from immediate duties of 
supervising legislation,” the Governor made 
a careful study of the minutes of the Street- 
cleaning Bureau, and convinced himself 
that though not so directly responsible for 
the. street-cleaning deficiencies as Mr. 
NicHous,, yet Gen, Sire was ‘‘indi- 
rectly so,”.. and in such a way as. to 
become ‘entirely amenable to the 
charges preferred by the Mayor. Would 
it not be much franker and altogether more 
intelligible to confess that the Governor’s 
hesitation arose, not from any doubt as to 
the individual and collective responsibility 
of the Police Commissioners for the state of 
the streets and the demoralized condition 
of the force under their supervisioh, but sim- 
ply because he was unwilling to run counter 
to the powerful influences which had been 
rallied to the support of Gen. Surruf 
Would it notalso be more consistent with 
a due appreciation of the reasoning powers 
of the reading public to admit thatthe Gov- 
ernor’s indecision was terminated by the 
necessities of a candidate for renomination, 
who could not afford to see the election ma- 
chinery of New-York pass under the con- 
trol of his declared enemies ? 

Then, there is the other pretense that the 
Police Board removals are merely part of a 
plot in the interest of Titpgx, Some of 
those who profess to be greatly excited 
over this danger are, curiously enough, the 
same persons who in 1875 made a bargain 
with Gov. Titpey, in accordance with 
which Messrs. DisBroker and MarsE. 
were removed without trial or hearing, 
and Messrs. WHEELER and Erxuarpt were 
appointed in. their. stead. The peo- 
ple and the Republican Party were 
undoubtedly cheated by that bargain, what- 
ever gain may have accrued from it to cer- 
‘tain party managers. If Mr. Ti.pen was 
cheated, it did not appear in the election 
resultsof 1876. Some of the Republican 
party managers may have excellent per- 
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Wirt ©. Warrier some visible means of 
livelihood; to try to sustain him on the 
ground that he is a bulwark against Tilden- 
ism in the Police Board is to presume too 


much on public idity. 
But, then, there is that indispensable pre- 


it | Requisite of @ free ballot-box—e non-parti- 
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honor, The effect of this would be to place | _ 


eral. As Pops was. 


sonal reasons for retaining for Mr. Dr. 


; a): yy. . 


muddle is entirely of the Mayor’s own mak- | 
ing, 


bility of leaving the Police Board without a . 
quorum in case the Board of Aldermen re- 

fused, as it had done before, to confirm any 

‘Republicans. Suppose, also, thatthe Mayor’s 

subsequent and emphatic refusal to renom- 
inate Mr; WaHerLer led to the alliance be- 

tween Joun Kzuuy andthe Republican wire- 

pullers, and brought about a state of affairs 
in which no reputable Republican named 

by the Mayor stood any chance of confirma- 

tion, how would the responsibility be di- 

vided then? While the Mayor’s course 
would be very far from defensible on any 

ground of public policy, the blame 
for indirection, intrigue, and. du- 

plicity. would rest solely with ‘his 
opponents. That, as we take ‘it, 

describes pretty nearly what has happened, 

and there is to-day no obstacle to the nom- 

ination ‘in Mr. WHEELER’s place ofa Re- 
publican whose character and standing 

would command respect, save the impossi- 

bility of finding any such person willing to 

allow his name to be made the occasion of 
some pot-house jokes in the Board of Alder- 

men and then to be laid on the table, 

eer rere eerene em ame 

THE MOVEMENT IN BRITISH POLITICS 

Mr. GLADSTONE’s arraignment of the Bea- 
eonsfield Government and its policy, in .an- 
ticipation of the pending appeal to. the 
British constituencies, need not transcend 
well-known facts to be effective. His own 
remarkable success as a financier enables 
him to contrast the recent record of the two 
parties with regard to matters very near to 
the heart of the tax-payer. Alarge reduction 
of taxation followed by a substantial in- 
crease, a reduction of the debt followed by 
heavy additions to the burden, general 
abandonment of a policy of retrenchment 
andthe substitution of one that necessitates 
an indefinite enlargement of expenditure,— 
form the basis of a comparison which in the 
hands of a skillful expositor must produce a 
deep impression. Its effect will be height- 
ened by the embarrassments and anxieties 
of the people to whom it is addressed. In 
prosperous times they are never indifferent 
to matters of material interest. In times 
like the present, such matters possess su- 
preme importance ; and their dexterous use, 
with all the help derived from a peculiarly 
depressing experience, will be a weighty 
factor in the contest which Lord Bracons- 
FIELD’s supporters would gladly postpone to 
a more conyenient season. 

Nor is it essential that Mr. GLapsTons 
should be able to prove to the satisfaction 
of those who dissented from his criticism of 
the treaty of Berlin, that, they were alto- 
gether wrong in their original judgment. It 
is within his power to show that the expeo- 
tations which‘ welcomed the beginning 
of a new foreign policy—or, more properly 
perhaps, the revival of an old Tory policy 
which in their dealings with European pow- 
| ers the Liberals had carefully esachewed— 
have not been realized. While the excite- 

ment incident to the negotiations lasted, 
prudential warnings were unheeded. The 

,;British nation was. in. the mood of a man 
whose blood is up and who disdains an ap- 
peal to his reason as an insult to his man- 
hood. That mood is ended. The tricks 
which fostered it have been exposed. 
The considerations which seemed «to 
make “it ‘meritorious have been falsi- 
fied. , Mystery gives place to disappointment, 
and the wonder of the Beaconsfield policy 
is found to be an adaptation of the common 
process of burning a candle at both ends. 
While the nation’s resources are being im- 
paired, the nation’s liabilities are immense- 
ly enlarged. Nor is the fatal tendency yet 
checked. Whether in Europe, in Asia, or 
in Africa, the same dangerous policy is ap- 
parent. Burdens alreadyassumed, grievous 
as they are, are trifling compared with those 
to which the imperial policy leads. It is 
not enough to say that Great Britain can 
endure the load.. The question to be an- 
swered soon is, whether the tax- , with 
their eyes open, will sustain a Government 
and a party the immediate results of whose 
rule are costly and inglorious, and the ten- 
dency of whose policy is to fasten upon the , 
Empire responsibilities disproportionate to 
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ence;-but the fact that they ate many steps" 
nearer together than they were a year ago, 
exemplifies the change that is going on in 
English opinion. A question so- closely af- 
fecting the territorial aristocracy could not 


have reached the surface if distarbing 


forees were not at work much below the 
level of party polities. , 


LIGHTNING-RODS. 

There is a great deal of ignorance and 
misapprehension shown in the construction 
of these intended protectors, many of which 
are so defective as to be worse than useless, 
inviting the very destruction they should 
avert. The senseless quackery of ‘‘mag- 
netic points,” “insulators,” and “ twisted 
tube”. is insisted on, and the important 
things, thorough connection with the earth, 
continuity and weight of metal, are over- 
looked by those who make the articles to 
sell. The scientific principles involved are 
for the most part simple and perfectly un- 
derstood; the only question is “how to ac- 
complish the object economically, In re- 
spect to this there is undoubtedly room. for 
difference of opinion, as some important 
data are still uncertain, but there is not the 
slightest difficulty, if one is willing to bear 
the expense, in arranging a system of con- 
ductors which shall be an absolute pro- 
tection. 

The lightning-rod has two distinct offices 
to perform—one purely. prophylactic, the 
other remedial—it prevents, or tends to 
prevent, the lightning from striking by si- 
lently drawing off the charge of the cloud 
as it approaches, or, failing in this, it fur- 
nishes a safe channel for the fire. . The pre- 
ventive action does not require a large or, 
in many respects, carefully-constructed con- 
ductor. A mere wire, as large as an ordi- 
nary telegraph wire, armed at the top with 
a sharp point, well elevated above the build- 
ing to be protected, will do all that can bé 
done in this line, even if its earth-connec- 
tion be veryimperfect. Whether, however, 
the amount of electricity thus drawn off 
amounts to much as compared with the 
whole charge of a thunder-cloud, and 
whether the number of. actual lightning 
strokes is materially diminished by this 
prophylactic action, is a question. warmly 
disputed and not easily settled. It is quite 
certain that any rod worth putting up must 
be adequate to protect from an actual dis- 
chatge. Todo this, itmust be large enough, 
continudus, and thoroughly connected with 
theearth. Just how large is ‘large enough” 
is not easy to determine.. Unquestionably, 
a solid rod of iron one inch in diam- 
eter, or one of sopper of half the size, ful- 
fills the condition. There is nd case on 
record, so far as we are aware, of such a rod 
having been melted, or even heated red-hot, 
by lightning. Probably, a somewhat smaller 
conductor, (say. 34-inch diameter,) would 
answer ; but smaller than that could hardly 
be warranted as absolately secure, though 
in multitudes of cases heavy charges have 
been safely disposed of by rods of not more 
than half an inch in diameter. There isa 
trifling advantage in giving to the metal a 


form exposing more surface than a round 


rod does, because the conductor becomes 
less heated by the discharge. But no’ 
amount of spreading out of the surface can 
atone for want of material. An iron rod 
weighing much less than 24 es to 
the ‘foot is hardly worth putting up; 8 
ounces would do for a copper rod,° Of 
course, it is not necetsary, or ¢ven desira- 
ble, that all the metal should be concen- 
trated in a single conductor ; for several 
reasons, two rods are better than one weigh- 
ing as much as both together, but they cost 
more. 

It goes without saying that the conductors 
must be continuous from the pointed sum- 
mit to, the earth. In this respect the rods 
now commonly erected are unexceptionable, 
the-joints being effected by screw coup- 
lings, the conduetivity of which fully equals 
that of the rod itself. The most difficult 
condition to fulfill is that of a satisfactory 
earth-connection. It is not enough that 


the rod should reach and penetrate the 


ground a few feet, nor even that it should 
reach wet earth or terminate in a well. It 


isnot of much use to try to make it such 
that it will resist lightning without 
blunted by melting ; if struck, it should be 


harm any way. Still, they are probably 
harmless, and if people like to pay for them 
nobody need object. The faults of ordinary 
lightning-rods are usually defective ground- 
connection and an insufficiency of metal in 
‘the rod. A conductor too slender is likely 
to fail in emergency; one with a poor” 
“ grounding” is a standing invitation to de- 
struction—not a protection, but a menace, 
—————__—_—_—_—_— 


IN DEFENSE OF TALMAGE. 

As the rise of rents in Brooklyn and the 
gloom which overspreads England indicate, 
Mr. TatMage is at present on British soil. 
He went away td rest—so he informed his 
flock. Years of eloquent preaching had be- 
gun to tell upon his arms and legs, and he 
could no longer stand on his head in the 
pulpit without the risk of symptems which, 
in any other man, would have been held to 
indicate an undue pressure of blood om the 
brain. Having thus been compelled to go 
to England for rest, he is seeking it by -lec- 
turing, He has an agent with him whose 
business it is to ‘whoop him up ”—as Mr. 
TaLMaGe, with his fine command of Scrip- 
tural language, would say—and who fulfills 


book-stall in England are copies of an. al- 
leged life of Taumagg, ‘‘ the Great Ameri- 
can Preacher,” in which the goodness and 
greatness of Mr, TaLMaGz and the urispeak- 
able wickedness and meanness of those of 
his brother ministers who recently voted 
that he was guilty of lying are expressed in 
words that would burn nicely were a bene- 
ficent match applied to the pages. Espe- 
cially does this ‘Life of Talmage” berate 
the unsanctified press,” that hurts Mr. 
Tatmaae’s feelings by hinting that a min- 
ister should be an honest man instead of a 
tricky mountebank. All the hostile eriti- 
cisms of Mr. . TatMacs spring, so 
the. author’ of “this veracious volume 
asserts; from envy of the great man’s great- 
ness. It is rather remarkable that so good 
a man should consent to be a minister, when 
80 many other ministers are filled with envy 
and hatred, and. go about “telling malicious 
lies about him. On the blank walls of Lon- 
don are enormous pictures, which most 
people regard as vulgar caricatures) 
of Tatmace until they seo Tatmaaz 
in the flesh, when they straightway wonder 
why nature took the trouble to construct 
him merely to caricature the art of litho- 
gtaphy. The agent does not spare his hand 
or his conscience in sending circulars over 
the land, advertising the remarkable curi- 
osity that he has brought from America, 
and sternly insisting upon an exceptionally 
high price for exhibiting it. From present 
appearances, his labors will be successful. 
TaLMaGE will lecture often &nd will make 
money—which process he doubtless consid- 
ers the best way of resting. To besure, 
educated Englishmen will share the opinion 
lately expressed by a London paper, that 
inasmuch-as there are scores of London 
ceabmen who are masters of vulgar and pro- 
fane language, it was hardly worth while to 
import TaLmaGs, but there are thousands 
of lovers of the trapeze and music-hall 
performanees who will find TatmMaar quite 
an amusing novelty, : 
Although we may none of us be particu- 
larly proud of Mr, TaLMa@e’s performances 
abroad, all just mon will be ready to de- 
fend him against malicious and false ac- 
cusations. Of.this character are, in all 
probability, certain professedly truthful 
accounts of the manner in which the great 
preacher conducted himself on board the 
steamer which carried him across the At- 
lantic. Itis alleged that on the first. Sun- 
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his duty with great earnestness. On every |’ 


| lots obstacle for a railway train to encounter than 


| whally in scoord with what visitors to the Oourt of 
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‘| student of opties knows that this story is | the or 

"3 | somersaults in the streets of Edinburgh, but 

| his revolutions, unless they were as fre- | >"" 

quent as one hundred and twenty per min- |. 

ute, could never have produced the optical | ; 
| effect credited to them. Now we may safe- 


Mr. TatMaez may haye to 


ly assert that, even in his most eloquent 
sermons, Mr. TaLMaGE never turned somer- 
Saults at any such rate of speed. Neither 
he nor any other man could possibly do it, 
and, if inquiry were made, it would proba- 
bly be found that Mr. TaLMacEe has never 
‘turned more than four or five consecutive 
somersaults, even in his most eloquent mo- 
ments. . 

Mr. Tatmace may have his faults, for he 
is alleged to be human, and no human being, 
is wholly free from faults, but he should 
not bear the burden of false accusations. 
It is to be hoped that the exposure. of the 
falsity of the two stories above mentioned 
may: puta stop to their circulation, and 
that Mr. Tatmaae’s influente on the gym- 
‘mastic progress of the age may be unim- 
paired by the malice and mendacity of his 
enemies. ! 

ec RR A eee 

The Turkish troops which are to. maintain 
order in Roumelia have begun ‘with a mutiny and a 
demana for OsMAN Pasha's dismissal from the Min- 
istry of War. This shows how safely guarded tne 
¢eapital is, with a garrison which may at any moment 
make common cause with the Greeks and Bulgar- 
jans, demand the head of the Grand Vizier, or pro- 
elaim the deposition of the Sultan himself. But 
this is intelligible enough when we remember that 
the men who fought so gallantly against fearfal 
odds in 1877 have been unpaid for more than two 
years. Moreover, the pay of the Turkish private is 
so absurdly small, that one-half the sam wasted by 
ABD'UL-Aziz in piling up useless palaces, would have 
sufficed to give these brave fellows their due. The 
real cause of Turkey's downfall is official dishonesty, 
a truth aptly expressed in the bitter native proverb, 
“ It fares {ll with the flock when their watch-dog is 
the wolf's brother.” 





The peovle who have met upon the shores of 
Lake Chautanqaa to take part in the annual Sunday- 
school Assembly will undoubtedly recsive much 
eviritual and physical refreshment from the religious 
teachings of the pious and gifted men who will ad- 
dress them, and from the pure air and besutifal 
seenery of the neighborhood. The idea of the As- 
sembly ig a goodone. The Chautanqua Lake Scien- 
tifie Circle is also an organization deserving of praise, 
and is perhaps aestined toa career of great useful- 
. ness. There isa pleasant symbolism in calling its 
place'of meeting St, Paal's Grove, and in’ modeling 
its Ball of Philosophy upon the Parthenon. Sr. 
PavUlL was an eminent teacher, and ATHENE, whose 
statue stood in the Parthenon, was the Goddess of Wis- 
dom. Butit can hardly dé sald that Bishop Smmpson’s 
dedieatory address, delivered in this modern Partne- 
non on Tuesday; was the expression of a very 
high type of philosophic thought. Comparing the 
building with its prototype, the Bishop quoted Dr. 
VINCENT as saying that ‘“‘ wood consecrated to the 
Lorp. JgsvUs was more vaiuadle than Pentelican 
marble consecrated to idols,” and added his own 
opinien that “this building, to be consecrated to 
holy thought and teaching, will transcend in im- 
portance, when the light of eternity shall be thrown 
upon it, a building of marble conséerated to the use 
of heathen deities.” Perhaps Bishop Simpson had 
recently arisen from a perusal of St. Pavt's. re- 
marks concerning idols with an increased detesta- 
tion of “heathen deities.” Had he read on in 
the Apostie’s First Epistle to the Oorinthians 
he would have found some short but edifying sen- 
teuces upon the nature of charity, which might have 
led him to revise his manuscript and run his pen 
through certain passages. Indeed, « brief course of 
secular reading of a historical mature would not have 
been a bad preparation for his address. Bishop 
Suxpson ought to know that of ail so-called heathen 
nations, whether of ancient or modern times, the 
tireeks least. merit. the opprobrium implied in the 
use of such words as. ‘‘idolatrous,” ‘‘ pagan,” and 
heathen.” Their religion was of a high and pure 
type, and as full of beauty as a boy's love for his 
mother; in many of its manifestations. indeed, it, 
Was of a filial nature. making deities of the fathers 
and founders of the race, The highest religion of 
the Greek was blended with patriotism, and to love 
and defend his ¢ was to worsliip his gods. 
Bishop Smrpsom. and Dr. Vincent are revuking 
the Greeks for being “heathens” 350 years 
Ddefore they had a chanee to be anything else. The 
ruins of the Parthenon remain, and architects and 
artists have looked with rapture upon that marble 
made almost living by the touch of Puipras; nor 
have they ceased to study those broken and prostrate 
columns, and to discover new beauties in them. It 
is hard to Believe, with Bishop Sucpsow, that the 
wooden building at Chautaaqua will “‘transcend it 
in importance," even should the hand of Time leave 
enough of it for the “light of eternity” to shine” 
upon, : 





The French Government has appointed a 
commission to consider and report upon the feasi- 
bility of bullding.s» railroad across the Desert of 
Sahara from Algeria to Soudan and Senegal, and 
the Budget. Committee and the Committee on Alge- 
vian Railroads have both passed resolutions in favor 
of having the work easen bc ahr practi- 
eability can be The commission, 
which is qaite a iarge one, inal: M. De Lessepa,* 
who will in this have to lay aside nis plan for flood- 
ing the great desert by connecting it bys supply 
eanal with the Mediterransan Sea. ‘Sarveys already 
made demonstrate the fact that the immense sand- 
storms which were said to prevail there, and which 
were depicted In school-boots as overwhelming 
whole caravans of travelers, have no existence, _No 
doubt, in the absence of moisture, dust is blown 
about by the wind much more than it would be in 
a country visited by frequent rains; but the soil of 
the Sahara is in no way different from that of Ex- 
rope, except that it is drier, and hence i¢ could hard- 
ly be carried, as sand might, by the wind, in sufii- 
cient quantities to instantly bury people. A block- 
ade of several feet in height and extending 
| over miles of territory would bes much more se- 


asnow blockade, and it is, therefore, fortanate that 


thing of a study of this subject, claims that : 
has a population of 100,000,000, whieh is 
& Very generous estimate, and that the people are 





gaan ot 2s 


foreigners” in all three grades, there may be fif 
military and twenty-five civil G.C. B.'s, a ha dred 
and twenty-three military aod sixty civ) KO 1 
and six handred and ninety military and two bum 
dred civil CO, B.'s. ‘The ordgr, notwithstanding ti 
practical aad every-day siape it has now . 


nies formerly observed in the initiation of its mem 
bers some of the earliest and most characteristic cas 


doubtediy be « grand affair. 


rE ; 

A pamphlet on the history of the discovery @ 
anesthesia, by Dr. J. Mazion Sims, of this City, 
has just been issued, with a view to doing justice ta 
the memory of Dr. Caawrorp W. Lone, for whom 
the credit of the first discovery is claimed. The 
pamphlet, whose matter had been previousiy pub+ 


from the time (1790) that Purestir 
nitrous-ozide gas, Prizstiy said in his. “Re 
searches,” issued the year following: * As nitrous- 
oxide in its extensive operations appears capable of? — 
destroying physical pain, it may probably beused with ~ 


great effusion of blood takes piace.” There have 
been four claimants since for the honor of discover 
ing anesthesia—Caawrorp W. Lona, of Athens) 
Ga; Horace Wetzs, of Hartford, Coun.; Witulat 
T. G. Morrow and Caanues. T. Jackson, of Boston, 
Lone’s first experiment. was with sulphuric ether, ig 
removing two small tamors from the neck of Jameg 
M. VenaBuez, March 30, 1842, and the experiment 
was eutirely successful. The secoud was Jane 6, 
1842, on the same person, for the removal of another 


he gave ether to a patient Sepi. 30, 1846, anddrewa 


17 im the Massachusetts General Hospital to pa 
tlents of Drs. Waneew and Harwarp, who ep 
tracted tumors successfully. From that time 
aowsthetics. were employed, more or less, by the 
profession, and soon came into general use through- 
out. civilization. Jackson, being a chemist, had: 
been consulted by Mortomw as to the making of 
nitrous-oxide gas, and instructed the applicant ac 
cordingly. Tney both published, Oct. 27, 1846, to 
the world, by letters patent, the discovery of letheon 
as an anzsthetic ; but it was seen at once that their 
lethéon was merely pure sulphuric ether. They 
speedily quarreled, because each claimed the ehiet 
part of the honor. The friends of Lone, now dead, 
say that, althongh he made no publication of his 
operations with ether, these were known to his 
neighbors, professional and nonprofessio-al, many 
of them stillalive. They intend to petition Con- 
gress at the next session for the appropriation of.4 
tiberal sum, as an anestoesia fund, for the veneiit 
ot Lone and his co-workers. The fate of the four © 
claimants has been tragical. Lona is dead; WELta, 
disappointed in not establishing bis claim, became 
insane, and committed suicide here in 1848; Mow 
TON, disappointed from the same cause, cnafed bim- 
self into cerebral congestior and died, half deranged, 
at St. Lake’s Hospital ; Jackson has been for some 
time in au asylum, hopelessly insane. There is ne 
doabt that three of them were destroyed by theit’ 
connection with anzsthesia. It is remarkable thas 
what has saved so mach pain to others ssould havé 
eaused so much pain to the claimants of the discov 
ery of one of the greatest medical boons to mankind. 


GENERAL NOTES. 


gia es Beeman 

The Jim River Blizsard is a Dakota triumph 
in the way‘ of newspaper nomenciature. es 

The Cincinnati Commercial believes: that thé 
time has come for cutting down the cost of postal ” 
money,orders. 

It-is denied that Jesse Billings, Jr., is about 
to marry, or is engaged to marry, a widow to Whemi 
he was attached quite early in life. , 





A leading Republican paper in Ohio saydt 


‘* We have had no such meetings since the war a4 
the meetings of this campaign. Oar town meeting 
have been like State conventions in size and gutha- 
siasm.” 

Secretary McCrary has refused to lend tenta 
from the’ Quartermaster’s Department to sn lows 
regiment for use at its annual encampment, saying 
that he has “no authority whatever under the aw” 
to do so. 

A deposit of $115 was made in tle Porte 
mouth (N. H.) Savings Bank in June, 1836. Last Tues” 
day the book was presented at the bank for the irst~ 
time since, and the Treasurer entered in f% $l« 
$10 70, dividends to July, 1879. 


We are told that Gov. Stone, of Mississippi, 
‘talks encouragingly,” and has written to the 
Sheriff of Yazoo County, about the reeent case of 
bull-dozing the Independents: Gov. Stone seems te 
be apt at- talking encouragingly. He has done so be 
fore. 

The Bank of California, in San Francisco, om 
the 29th ult, filed a sult against Henry F. Williams, 
of that City, and his Assignees in bankruptcy, pray 
ing for judgment on four promissory notes, aggre: 
gating $267,652 82, sad seeking to have certain 
mortgaged property sold for its benefit. 

Gen. Ben Harrison, of Indiana, has at length 
accepted his appointment upon the Mississippi 
River Commission, it being represented to him oy 
the Administration that he was desired upon the - 
board as legal adviser, which would not interfere 
with hus law practice. The commission will meet 
text week, either in this City or St. Loain. 
| Phe Worcester County, (Md) Shicld says; 


and his personal appearance even more 


The Vicksburg (Misa) Herald says: ** Very . 
few of the State papers 
of the Yazoo affair. None 
except the Brandon Republican, has |aoproved of ft. 


them that we have seen, | 


follow the esample of the Brandon 
in affairs 
escence.” 


s, for 


at 





lished in the Virginia Medical Monthly, reviews thé «— 
whole question of anmsthetics and their avpiication, ©. 


advantage during surgical operations in whieh nq 


tooth withoat pain. Headministered it Oct. 16 and. 


Willard Saalsbury is at Ocean City 
The honorable Judge's intellect is as bright ae ever, 

4 a, ft 
{ng than formerly. in native talent be wasalwage © 


the peer of Daniel Webster, with a more reasonably 


The papers that are silent about it had just aswell — S 
of this kind allence is equivalaat to sega — 


who have been thus houored by her Majesty willam = 
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learning all he could on the subject from his tenchem 2 
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